Concerning A 3 
Secret rivate VV orsnir, and : 
muruall edification , for cheriſhing 
Piety , for maintaining Unity, and 
avoiding Schiſme and Diviſion, #4 
WITH 

n Aﬀ for ob 


erving theſe Directions 
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r cenſuring ſuch as uſe to neple& 4 


Family VVors ule, 4 
AND | 
Att againſt ſuch as withdraw themſelves 
from the Publike Worſhip in their own 
3 Concrete 


d by Evan Tyler Printer- tot 
Excellent Majeſtie. 
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eA7 for obſerving > following Dire. 
Tons, and for cenſuring ſuch as VA 
to __ Fg Worſhip. « 


He Grnengll Afembly, af- 
ter mature deliberation, 
doth approve the follow- 
ing Rules and Directions, 
for cheriſhing Piety and 
m1 preventing diviſion and 
Fi Schiſme, and doth appoint 
Y't Miniſters and Ruling El- 
ders ineach Congregation, 
= to take ſpeciall care that 

theſe DireQions be obſerved and followed; As like- 
wi'e that Presbyteries and Provinciall Synods enquire 
and maketrial], whether the {aids DireQions be duly 
obſerved in their bounds, and to reprove or cenſure 
(according tothe auality of the offence ) ſuch as ſhall 
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Ju cenſurable therein. And 
end thax thele NirgRions may not be. rendered 
i*: meffeRtual and unprofitable among ſome through the 
 eafuall negle ofthe very ſubſtance of the duty of Fa- 

emily Worſhip, The Aſſembly doth further require 
_ and appointMiniſters and Ruling Elders,to make dili- 
gent ſearch & enquiry in the Congregations commit- 

ted to their charge reſpe@ively, whether there be a- 
mong ther anyFamily or Families which uſe to neg- 
le& this neceflary duty; And it any ſuch Family be 
found,the head ot thar family is to befirſt admoniſhed 
privately to amend this fault, And in caſe of his con- 
tinuiug therein, hes to be gravely and ſadly reproved 
by the Seffion. After which reproof, if hee be found 
ftill ro neglet Family Worſhip, Let him be for his 
obſtinacy, in ſuch an offence, ſuſpended and debarred 
from the Loxys Supper, as being juſtlyeſteemed un- 
worthy to communicate therein till he amend, 
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DIRECTIONS OF THE 
Gananen Afﬀembly, concerning 


Secret and Private Worſhip and mY 


mutualledification,for the cheriſhing piety, 
for maintaining unity, ana avoiding 


 Schiſme and Diviſton; 


SS2F Efides the publike Worſhip in Con- 


EC UNE X grega10ns, mercifully eſtabliſhed in 


G < P | . / D : ( ] 
F/z this Land, in great purity : Ir is ex- 
- 


WIN VT 


IT. And firſt for Secret Worſhip : It is moſit neceſ- 
lar, thatevery one apart and by themſelves be given 
to prayer and Meditation, The unſpeakable benefit 
whereof is beſt known to them who are moſt exerci- 


ſed therein: This being the mean whereby in a ſpe- 
ciall way communion with God is entertained, and: 


right preparation for all other duties obtained : And 
- therefore it becometh not only Paſtours, within their 


feverall Charges, to preſſe perſons of all: ſorts . per-- 
-j 
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@ pedient and neceſlar, that Secret 
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DATE; EY 
 — Ffotmerhisdiny Morning and Evening aud ar other - 
-.accalions, butalſoitis incumbent to the head of eve= + 
1yFamilie, to have a care that both themſelves arid all 
within their charge be daily diligent herein. 


IT. The ordinary duties comprehended under the 
exerciſe of Piety , which ſhould be in Familes when 
-they are conveened to that efftet, are theſe: Firſt, 
Prayer and Praiſes performed, with a ſpeciall reference - 
as well to the publike condition of the Kirk of G O 1) 
and this Kingdom, as to the preſent caſe of the Fa- 
milie, and every member thereof. Next, Rea- 
Cing of Scriptures with Chatechizing ina plain Way, 
that the underſtandings of the {ſimpler may be the her- 
ter enabled to profit under the publike Ordinances, 
and they made more capable to underſtand the Scrip= 
tares when they are read; Together with godly con- 
ferences, tending to the edification of all the members 
inthe moſt holy Faith: As al{o, admonition and re- 
buke upon juſt reaſons from theſe who have Autho- 
rty in the Familie, : 


I TI. Asthe Charge and Office of interpreting the 
"holy Scriptures, iSapartof the Miniſterial Calling, 
which none (howſoever otherwiſe qualified ) ſhould 
take upon him in any place, but he that is duely called 
thereunto by God and his Kirk : Soinevery Familie 
where there is any that can. read , The holy Scriptures 
ſhould be read ordinarily cothe Family; And it iscom- 
mendable that thereafter they conter , and by way cf 
conference make ſome good uſe of what hath been 
readand heard : As forexample, it any fin be repro: 
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ved in the Word read; ufe may be-madethereof,-t6 

make all the Familie ccirenmſpeR and watehfil againſt 

che ſame ; Or, if any judgement be threatned or men- 

tioned to have been inflifted in that portion of Serip- 
ture which is read , uſe may be made to make all the 
Family fear, leſt the ſame or a worſe judgement befall 
them, unlefle they beware of the fin thar procured ir. 
And finally, if any duty be required, or comfort held 
forth in a promiſe, uſe may be made ro ftirre up hem- 
felves to imploy Chrift- for ſtrength ro. enable them 
for doing theccommanded duty, and to apply the of 
fered comfort: In all which the Maſter of the Family 

is to have the chiethand ; And any -member6f the 
Fainily may propone ane queſtion or doubt for reſo@. 


lution. 
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none of the Family withdraw himſelf :from any part 
of Familie-Worſhip : And ſeeingthe ordinary perfor- 

mance of all the.parts of Family-Workfhip: beltongerh - 
properly to the Head of the Family ; The Miniſter i$- 
to ſtirre up ſuch as are laſte, and train up ſuch as are- 
weak,to a fitneſſe for thele exerciſes. It being alwayes 


- ITT. The head of the Family is-to take care that: 


freero perfons of Qualitie ro entertain one approuen by- 


the Presbyterie-for performing Family exerciſe; 'Anc 
in other families where the head of the Family is unfit, - 
that another conſtantly refiding in the Family, appro: 
ver by the Miniſter and Seffion, may be imployed in 
that ſervice ;- W herein- the Miniſter and Sefſion-are*trs: 
be countable-tothe Presbyterie.. And if a Miniſter by- 
Divine providence be brought to any Familie, itis re+ 
quiſite, that at:np time-he:conveen apart ofthe a | 
ot opp _ 1e- 
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lic for Worſhip ſecluding the reft : Except infingular 
caſes, ſpecially concerning theſe parties, which (in 

Chriſtian prudence) need nor, or ought not to be im- 
parted {0 others. 


V. Let no idler who hath no particular calling, or 
vagrant perſon under pretence of a caliing,be ſuffered 
ro perform Worſhip in Families, to or for the ſame : 
Seeing perſons tainted with errours or aiming at divi- 
fion, may be ready (afterthat manner) to creep into 
houſes ard lead captive filly and unſtable ſouls. 
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VI. Ar Family worſhip a ſpeciall care is to be had, 
that each Family keep by themielves : Neither re- 
quiring, inviting, nor admitting perſons from divers 
Families : Unleſſe it bee theſe who are lodged with 
them or at meal, or otherwiſe with them upon ſome 


lawfull occaſion, 


VII. Whatloevyer hath been the effes. and fruits 
of mectines of perſons of divers Families in the times 
of corruption or trouble (in which caſes many things 
are commendable,which otherwle are not tollerable) 
Yet when God hath bleſſed us with peace and the pu- 
rity of the Goſpel, ſuch meetings of perſons of divers 
families(except in the caſes mentioned in theſe dircai 
ons)are to be dilaproved, as tending to the hinderance 
of rhe Religious exerciſe of gach Family by it ſelfe,to 
the prejudice of the publike Miniſtery, tothe renting 
of the Familics of particular Congregations, and (in 
progreſle of time) of the whole Kirk: beſides ma- 
ny offences which may comethereby , to the hard- 
_ ning 
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cherthed-and 
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| WP Me Salt 1 06 17 
vI1T. Onzhe Lords day; alterever 
ily apart, and the whole Pamily eo 
 ſoughtthe Lord (in whoſe hands the:pi 
mens hearts are) to:firrhem for the pub 
and to blefſe tothem the -publike Ord C854" 
eroftheFamily ought ro take care thar all 1 
his _ > repairto.the-publike Worth 
they may joyn with the reſt of the 
And the publike Worſhip bet 
he ſhould take an account what they have heard; And 
thereaiter ro ſpendthereſt ofthertime which hey: 
e, in Carechiling and in ſpiritual 
on the Ward of God, Orelle (go 
ught to apply themlelves to reading, meditath 
and ſecret prayer, that they =p confirm and inereaſe 
communion with. God; That ſo the pr 
y Ordifnandes: 
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eternall life. 
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reſle convenient defites zo. Gi for-theid Family] 
And inthe mean time, for their greater encourgen}] 
- ment, ler theſe materials of Prayer be meditared upon, } 
_ and-rhade uſe of, as foloweth?+:.! 5G ED 
- Terthem confeſſe ro God how unworthy they? 
-areto comeinhis preſence, and how unfit. to wor-. | 
ſhip. his Majeſty ;, And: therefore earneſt ly- ask of: - 
God theſpitric of Prayer. '; oe: Ps ies 
They ate toconfeſle'their ſins,and the ſins of the - 
_ Family, acculing,judging, and condemning them-. 
 Telves for them, till they bring their ſouls-toſome: | 
meaſure of-true humiliation. + © | 


 _  Theyaretopoure out their ſouls ro God, inthe * | 
| Nameof Chriſt, by the Spirir, for forgiveneſle of: 
, tins, tor Graceto repent, to-beleeve, and to live ſo-. | 
- berly, righteouſly, and godly, and that"they may: | 


. Terve God with joy-and delight, walking before. 


- . They are to give thanks to God for his many: | 
mercies to his people, and to:themfelves, andefpe- |þ 
cially for his love in Chriſt,and forthe light of the 
Goſpel. RE Gr 
They are to pray for ſuch particular benefirs, | 
- Spirituall and Temporall, as they ſtand in:needof | 
. -for thetime, (whether ir bee Morning or Eveningy | 
| as healthoor fickneſſe, proſperiry or adverſity, : | 
> They ought co pray for the Kirk of Chriſt-in- | 
- generall, for all the Reformed Kirks, and for this | 
_.Kirkin/ particular, and-for all char ſuffer for the | 
_ Name of Chriſt; for-all our Supe 


iN uperiours,, The 
.. Kings Majeſty, the Queen, and t 


fe heir Children, | 
aes, Miniſters, and whole. body of 
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of. ot his Son, a mera the peer of his will; 
| GR ho: tha ar themſelves are excepted, 

what.they. may a5ked Worwwgrn.1 _ wal 
Hai be. g AC. -.. ar Te 'T 
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" [Theſe Exe riſes ought to hy FERENT. in ereat. 
ſincerity, withour..delay, laying aſide all exerciſes of 
buſi fineſſe, or hindetances,, Notwithſtanding | 

the mockings of Atheiſts, and profane men, In re- - 
| pect« ofthe.great mercies of God to this Land, and of 
his ſevere, CorreQions wherewith lately he hath EX- 
us. Ang rothis effe&, perſons ofeminencie 

and; Elders! 'of the Kirk)-not only ought.ro ſtir up 
" themſelves andrheic Families to diligence herein; But 
alſoro concurreeffecually, that in all other Families, 
where they haye power and Me we 19h Exerciſes 


be con{cionably performed. _ 


\$ 


XS Beſides the ordinary guries i in families which 
 areabovernentioned,extraordinary duties both of hu- 
miliation andthankigiving are.to be carefully perfor- 
 medin Families,when the Lord by extraordinary « QC- 
canons ( I or WOT _ or em.” : 


wulkia > af DNeiFowh Jiſts; tle ſtrange ther 
ther run not with then tv. the attic ee Fr 


ky way Kits, ys in 1 "gn 
erly, ans righteouſly in this preſent: mit '0tn- || 

forting the tecble minded, and praying with, or, for | 
/ oneunothet: Which duties reſpectively? Are co het per- | 
formed upon ſperiall-occaſions offered by:divine pro- 
73  'vieenees, As namely; wheriithder any 5-cxlaitiity icrolle, 
18 ' orpreardiffieaty, coutiſell or-comfort is. ſort, Ot - 
* ny - when an offender is to be reclairtre by Pong adine- 
© nitioh, andifthatbenorefie&uall, 
a. rev thore-inthe anonition, ace 


Chit; thititthe monthiof I» to wirheſſes 


=_ -—- 4 word may be eftabliſhed. 
i  .  X1HL.Andbecuiſt tient given £9 every cnets. 
 _ L — a word in ſeaſonto'tweariett or diftreſſed con- 


ence, it is expedient, that a perſon (in that caſe) 
=. finding 1068fe afterthe uſc of allordinary means pri- 
= vavandpublite, havetherr addrefſe to their own-Pa - 
. ' - frour, or forme experienced Chitttizh : Bur, if the por- 
E - © fontrondkdinconftience, be ofthar condi ition;or of 
that ſex, rhaviſerenivn, modeſty, or fear of {caridal; 
I re as a godly grave, and hore friendro a 
E -: WM kchom invheir id 4 Ade, it Is: expeditnt har 
lm ——— Se _ MJ V When 


& 
3 


with GOD, and not negle@ the duties of Prayer and 


ed by ſuch as the compiiny ſhaſtjudge Rivet? 
v-lkewifcake heed that no corrupt communicati- * 

on proceed out of their mouth, but that which is good 

ro the uſe of edifying,that it may miniſter graceto the - 
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DireRionsis'1 
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c,according to thetr: 


owed,as artaptto bree 

emp or mil-regatd of the pu 
niſters, or negteR of the durie 
96, or ſuch other evils as are the: 


it but ofthe kſh, and'are cont! 
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4 Ince it hath pleaſed G O D ef his infinite 
 -0Þ goodneſſe to blefle his Kirk within rhis 
Nation, with the riches of the Goſpel, in 
=. giving to us his Ordinances in greatpurity, 
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_- _ .Mimiſtertobeediligent in fulfulling his Miniſtry, to 
Is holy & grave in his converſation, to be tairhfull in 


P” . } he hath occaſion from the Tex of Scripture, to re- * 
2: 3. " Provethe fins &crrours, and preſſe the duties of t | 
E-. * LUme; &inallthoſe,toobſerye the rules preſcribed by 
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